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Roman and Venetian examples had on the English republicans
is simpler and more convincing.1111 These republicans them-
selves are represented in a careful edition of two of their writings
and, less straightforwardly, in a subtle study of the thought of
Andrew Marvell whose changes of mind are not unconvinc-
ingly portrayed as a form of consistent loyalty.1112 Macpherson
employs another instrument of analysis again, a socially con-
ditioned enquiry dominated by Marxism. Applying this to the
writers who, after the collapse of the old organic concept of the
political commonwealth, tried to discover a new synthesis, he
finds their essence in the notion of the individual with its
entitlement to property. The book is weighty, though the
thesis is overstated and too conveniently simple.1113 It is now
rivalled, not very successfully, by another attempt to find the
comprehensive answer by the methods of political science:
Gunn's treatment of all these writers as searchers for the com-
mon good.1114 The writer who best supports Macpherson was
Harrington (on whom indeed Marxist interpretations of the
century have always had to rely too exclusively); Blitzer sup-
plies us with a good straight analysis.1115

Hobbes is a mystery still some way from solution, as the
contributors to a collection of essays succeed in proving.1116
Goldsmith treats him systematically as a fully systematic man,
a possible approach in this case.1117 Warrener attempts to
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